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Sponsored by Medgar Evers Col lege Transit ion Academy and the 
Department of  Social  Work ,  in  col laborat ion with

 New York City  Chi ldren’s  Center  -  NYS Off ice of  Mental  Health ,  
Bronx Psychiatr ic  Center  -  NYS Off ice of  Mental  Health ,  and 

NewYork- Presbyter ian 



Roots  of  Resi l ience:  Navigat ing Psychosocial  and Pol it ical  Chal lenges
Thursday,  March 20,  2025 

8:00AM -  4 :00 PM

W e l c o m e
Edward Hernandez,  PhD. ,  Chair  |  Social  Work Department,  Medgar  Evers  Col lege,  CUNY 

G r e e t i n g s
Patr ic ia  Ramsey,  PhD. ,  President  |  Medgar  Evers  Col lege,  CUNY

C o n f e r e n c e  T h e m e  a n d  P u r p o s e
All ison Ni les ,  LMSW, Social  Worker  |  PS 116  Mary  L indley  Murray

I c e  B r e a k e r  
Rebecca Cenatus,  PhD.  Academic  Student  Support  Special ist/  SEEK |  Medgar  Evers
College,  CUNY

K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r
“ R e s t ,  R e s i l i e n c e ,  a n d  R e s i s t ”

Melissa El l iott ,  LCSW-R,  Founder/Chief  Executive  |  AGAPE Family  Therapy and Coaching

Workshop
"HerStory  in  Heal ing"

Melissa El l iott ,  LCSW-R,  Founder/Chief  Executive  |  AGAPE Family  Therapy and Coaching
Camil le  Edwards,  M.Ed. ,  Execut ive  Assistant  |   The  Late  Show with  Stephen Colbert

P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n
Strategies  to  Reduce St igma and Promote Mental  Health  Awareness Among Young People

F a c i l i t a t o r :  John McQueen,  Ed.S,  LCSW-R,  CFLE,  President  |  Psychotherapy PC.  Brooklyn,
NY
P a n e l i s t s  
Karina Siurano,  Community  School  Director  at  an  Elementary  School  in  the Bronx

Barbara Derr ick ,  Parents  Rights  Advocate,  Community  Engagement  Special ist  Center  for
Family  Representat ion,  New York,  NY

B r e a k

PROGRAM
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K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r
“ P r o m o t i n g  R e s i l i e n c e  a s  C l i n i c i a n s  A m o n g s t  T o d a y ' s  P o l i t i c a l  C l i m a t e ”

Stephanie  Cherestal ,  PhD,  Director  |  Health  Just ice  in  the Department  of  Psychiatry ,  Wei l l
Cornel l  Medical  Col lege Director  |  Outpat ient  Dialect ical  Behavior  Therapy Cl in ics ,  New
York Presbyter ian

P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n

Examine the Role  of  Social  Media  on Youth Mental  Health
 
F a c i l i t a t o r :  Al lysha Bryant ,  MSW, Director  |  New York  Connects  Brooklyn
 
P a n e l i s t s
Glor ia  Seay,  LMSW, Cl in ical  Manager  |  NYC Administrat ion for  Chi ldren’s  Serv ices

Gabrial le  Taylor ,  LCSW,  CEO/Founder  |  Gabr ial le  Taylor  LCSW PLLC,  Brooklyn,  NY 

Rai  Camil le  Rance,  DhA,  LCSW,  Senior  Mental  Health  Off icer  |  Montef iore  Hospital  Health
System

Linda Batson,  DSW,  LMSW, Cl in ical  Social  Worker |  Northshore Chi ld  and Family  Guidance

P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n

Elect ions  Have Consequences:  The Impact  on Social  Work and Cont inued Service  Provis ion

F a c i l i t a t o r :  Dr .  Joyce Roberson-Steele ,  PhD. ,  LMSW, Doctoral  Lecturer  |  Social  Work
Department ,  Medgar  Evers  Col lege

P a n e l i s t s
Nantasha Wil l iams,  PhD. ,  NYC Counci l  Member  |  Counci l  Distr ict  27,  South East  Queens,  NY
Phara Souffrant  Forrest ,  NYC Assembly  Member  |  Assembly  Distr ict  57,  Brooklyn,  NY

Chanette  Bovel l ,  MSW,  Chi ld  Protect ive  Special ist  I I  –  Family  Serv ice  |  Administrat ion For
Chi ldren’s  Serv ice

Natasha Harding,  LMSW, Administrat ive  Director  /  Family  Permanency Services/Off ice  of
Family  Serv ices,  NYC Chi ldren’s  Serv ices

Barr ington Atkins ,  LCSW,  Assistant  Pr incipal  |  Newburgh City  Distr ict

S t u d e n t  A w a r d s  P r e s e n t a t i o n

Vanessa Granobles  •  Dr .  Eda Harr is-Hast ick  Academic  Achievement  Award

Candy Bowes •  Professor  Ela ine Reid  Spir i t  Award

Award Presenter  Dr .  Edward Hernandez,  Chair  of  Social  Work Department ,  Medgar  Evers
Col lege,  CUNY

C l o s i n g  R e m a r k s  a n d  P l e d g e

Margaret  Wang,  LMSW, Student  L ife  Coordinator  |Transit ion  Academy,  Medgar  Evers
Col lege,  CUNY 



Patr ic ia Ramsey,  President ,  Ph.D.  

WELCOME

As the thought leader for  a $20 mi l l ion grant award,  just  s ix
weeks after  Dr .  Ramsey arr ived,  two new programs,
Cult ivat ing Hol ist ic  Academic Mindsets to Promote Student
Success (CHAMPSS) and the Brooklyn Recovery Corps (BRC)
programs were created.  Both programs provide funding to
assist  part ic ipants in  paying for  their  education.

A biologist  by training,  Dr .  Ramsey has a research interest  in
the biological  act iv i ty  of  plants used in fo lk lore ,  has
col lected 1 10 species of  Agave in the Sonoran Desert ,  and
traveled a 450-mile span of  h ighway col lect ing Sapium
sebiferum (popcorn tree) leaves in the southeastern United
States .   Dr .  Ramsey earned a Bachelor  of  Science in B iology
(Education) f rom Norfolk  State Univers i ty ,  a Master  of
Science in Botany from Howard Univers i ty ,  a Master  of  Arts  in
Biology from Harvard Univers i ty ,  and a Doctor  of  Phi losophy
in Biology from Georgetown Univers i ty .   

Dr .  Patr ic ia Ramsey was appointed the
sixth president of  Medgar Evers Col lege
by the City  Univers i ty  of  New York
(CUNY) Board of  Trustees.  Dr .  Ramsey,
who off ic ial ly  took off ice on May 1 ,  2021 ,
is  the f i rst  woman and the f i rst  scient ist
to serve in the posit ion of  President of
the Col lege.   



Edward Hernandez,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Edward Hernandez
is  an Associate
Professor  at  Medgar
Evers Col lege and
serves as Chair  of  the
Social  Work
Department .  He also
teaches onl ine classes
in Social  Work ,  Human
Services ,  and
Sociology at  several
univers i t ies .  

Pr ior  to Medgar Evers
Col lege,  Dr .  Hernandez
served as Deputy
Commissioner of  the
Suffolk  County
Department of  Social
Services f rom 2004
unt i l  2012 .  His  career
includes over  30 years
of  government and not
for  prof i t  agencies
posit ions in largely
administrat ive and
management
capacit ies .  Dr .
Hernandez received
his  MSW and Ph.D in
Social  Welfare f rom
Stony Brook Univers i ty .

Al l ison Ni les ,
 LMSW 

Al l ison Ni les ,  LMSW, is  a
school  social  worker  with
the NYC Department of
Education,  where she
supports students and
famil ies in  temporary
housing within the NYC
publ ic school  system. Ms.
Ni les has been a proud
member of  the Nat ional
Associat ion of  B lack Social
Workers (NABSW) s ince 2017 .
She current ly  serves as the
Second Vice president and
chair  person of  the
Education Committee of  the
Associat ion of  B lack Social
Workers Inc.  NYC Chapter ,
and is  a member of  both
the Medgar Evers Col lege
Community Counci l  and the
Social  Work Conference
committee.   Ms.  Ni les serves
as Sunday School
Super intendent  and Sunday
School  teacher at  her
church.  She is  an alumnus
of  the Medgar Evers Col lege
(BSSW) and the Adelphi
Univers i ty  (MSW) Ms.  Ni les is
deeply committed to social
just ice and advocating for
marginal ized and
underserved communit ies .
Voluntar ism and travel ing
are her  passion!



Rebecca Cenatus,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Rebecca Cenatus ,  Ph.D. ,
LMSW, holds a bachelor 's
degree in Psychology from
Medgar Evers Col lege at  the
City Univers i ty  of  New York
(CUNY) ,  a master 's  degree in
Social  Work f rom the
Si lberman School  of  Social
Work at  Hunter  Col lege
(CUNY) ,  and a Doctor  of
Phi losophy in Social  Welfare
from the Wurzwei ler  School  of
Social  Work at  Yeshiva
Univers i ty .  She is  l icensed in
her profession and SIF I
cert i f ied,  a l lowing her  to
provide professional
mentorship and f ie ld
supervis ion to graduate
students f rom var ious social
work programs

Dr .  Cenatus is  an Academic
Support  Special ist ,  Lecturer ,
and Counselor  in  the Percy E .
Sutton SEEK program at
Medgar Evers Col lege (CUNY).
In  addit ion to providing
academic and counsel ing
support ,  she teaches group-
counsel ing courses and
faci l i tates psychoeducational
workshops

with a hol ist ic  approach to
enhancing the personal  and
psychosocial  development
of  marginal ized students
through a social  just ice and
anti-oppressive lens.  She
has also taught courses on
community just ice as an
adjunct professor  in  the
Department of  Afr icana
Studies at  John Jay Col lege
of  Cr iminal  Just ice (CUNY).

Her  passion for  serving
underrepresented
communit ies began dur ing
her internship at  STEPS to End
Family  Violence,  an
Alternat ive to Incarcerat ion
(ATI)  Program dedicated to
providing counsel ing services
and legal  advocacy to women
facing cr iminal  charges
related to domest ic v io lence,
abuse,  and trauma.  Dr .
Cenatus '  weekly v is i ts  to
Rikers Is land and close work
with courts  and attorneys
opened her  eyes to the
discr iminat ion and
disproport ionate
representat ion of  people of
color  in  the Cr iminal  Just ice
System.

As a servant leader ,  Dr .
Cenatus hopes to inspire her
students to overcome
adversi ty  and bui ld resi l ience
on their  journey to academic
success.  Her  mission is  to
"Educate,  E levate,  and
Empower"  indiv iduals  to fu l f i l l
their  h ighest  potent ial  in  l i fe .



Camil le  Edwards,
M.Ed

Camil le  Edwards,  M.Ed. ,  is  a
Brooklyn nat ive with
Tr in idadian roots ,  current ly  an
Execut ive Assistant  at  The Late
Show with Stephen Colbert .
S ince 2020,  she 's  managed
internal  projects and assisted
with day-to-day operat ions on
the product ion team. Camil le
also works c losely with the
music team to produce l ive
performances for  top art ists
l ike Doechi i ,  Leon Thomas,  and
The War & Treaty .
With a decade of  exper ience
across education,  music ,
sports ,  and entertainment ,
Camil le  loves teaching
storytel l ing and technical
sk i l ls  at  the School  of  The NY
Times,  using exper ient ial
learning theory .  Outside of
work ,  she enjoys travel ing,
puppeteer ing,  and planning
wel lness retreats & workshops
for  women to connect ,  heal ,
and play.

"The roots of
resil ience ... are to

be found in the
sense of being

understood by and
existing in the mind

and heart of a
loving, attuned, and

self-possessed
other." 

Bessel van der Kolk 



Mel issa E l l iott  is  the founder
and CEO of  AGAPE Family
Therapy and Coaching,  a
group pr ivate pract ice
serving New Yorkers in
maternal  mental  health ,
family  therapy,  group
counsel ing,  and nat ional
and internat ional  coaching
cl ients ,  provides
consultat ion and training on
corporate wel lness ,
employee engagement ,  and
leadership development to
organizat ions ,  and provides
cl in ical  supervis ion to LMSW,
LMHC,  LMFT,  LCAT,  and LCSW
in the state of  New York .

Mel issa is  a Board Member
of  the Associat ion for
Nonprof i t  Special ists ,  and
Adjunct Professor  at  NYU.  

She is  the former accompl ished
Not-for  Prof i t  Senior  Director
with 10+ years of  success in
education,  workforce
development ,  mental  health ,
and chi ld welfare .  Creates and
manages mult iple high-qual i ty ,
product ive programs that meet
agency pol ic ies and
procedures ,  result ing in
posit ive outcomes that achieve
stakeholder goals .  Mel issa
cult ivates and fosters t rust ing
relat ionships with staff ,
col leagues,  community
organizat ions ,  publ ic/pr ivate
educational  inst i tut ions ,  K-12
schools ,  mental  health and
medical  c l in ics ,
administrat ions ,  adults ,
famil ies ,  and chi ldren.  She is  a
dedicated and proact ive
change agent for  Divers i ty ,
Equity ,  Inclusion,  and Belonging
(DEIB) professional  recognized
for  leadership ,  interpersonal ,
and communicat ion sk i l ls .

Mel issa E l l iott ,  
LCSW-R

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R S



Stephanie Cherestal ,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Stephanie Cherestal  is  an
Assistant  Professor  of
Psychology in Cl in ical
Psychiatry at  Wei l l
Cornel lMedicine and an
Assistant  Attending
Psychologist  at  New York-
Presbyter ian Hospital
WestchesterBehavioral  Health
Center .  Dr .  Cherestal  earned a
Ph.D.  in  Cl in ical  Psychology
from Hofstra Univers i ty ,  and
completed her  pre-doctoral
training through her  c l in ical
internship with NYU/Bel levue
Hospital  Center .  As a l icensed
cl in ical  psychologist ,  Dr .
Cherestal  special izes in
cognit ive behavioral  therapy
(CBT)and dialect ical  behavior
therapy (DBT) for  adults  and
adolescents with anxiety ,
mood,  and personal i ty
disorders .  DBT 

As director  of  the NYP-
Westchester  Behavioral
Health Center 's  Outpat ient
Adult  and Adolescent DBT
programs,  she provides
indiv idual  and group
treatment to pat ients ,  and
conducts supervis ion and
training to trainees in DBT.
She also serves as Director
of  Health Just ice in the
Department of  Psychiatry
at  Wei l l  Cornel l  Medicine,  a
role that  involves the
promotion of  educational
in i t iat ives surrounding
divers i ty ,  equity ,  inclusion,
as wel l  as recruitment
pol ic ies and efforts  to
increase divers i ty  within
the Psychiatry and
Psychology departments at
Wei l l  Cornel l  Medicine.  Dr .
Cherestal ’s  research
interests include explor ing
and evaluat ing strategies
for  increasing
disseminat ion of  and
access to evidence-based
psychotherapies ,
part icular ly  to
marginal ized communit ies .



 sk i l ls  and capabi l i t ies of
indiv iduals  within the
family  system. He also
provides internship
(cl in ical)  opportunit ies
for  a number of  aff i l iated
col leges and univers i t ies
for  students l iv ing in the
community as wel l  as
offer ing supervis ion to
mental  health
pract i t ioners who are
committed to community
and are seeking l icensure
to engage in professional
endeavors .  His  passion is
ident i fy ing the changing
needs of  famil ies and
designing instruments to
meet and transcend
those needs whi le at  the
same t ime remaining
mindful  of  and committed
to his  own growth,
heal ing,  and
transcendence.  One of
the highl ights of  h is
career is  the
development and
implementat ion of  h is
capstone project :  Imani
Rites of  Passage ( IROP) ,  a
cultural  her i tage and
Mentorship Program
(CHAMP).  In  essence,  IROP
is  an innovat ive
therapeut ic ,  educational ,
and recreat ional  out-of-
school  or  extracurr icular
act iv i ty  which addresses
the interrelated
academic and emotional
needs of  chi ldren.

Through this  instrument ,
Mr .  McQueen has helped
thousands of  young
people in their  quest  for
psychological ,

John McQueen,
Ed.S ,  LCSW-R

John McQueen is  a
spir i tual  teacher ,  lecturer ,
ordained minister ,
leadership coach and
author of  Father ’s
Absence and Real i ty-
Based Parent ing.  He also
co-authored four
cultural ly  competent
art ic les publ ished in
di f ferent  scient i f ic  peer
review magazines.
Addit ional ly ,  Mr .  McQueen
is the founder of  Family
Renaissance,  Inc . ,  a  sel f-
support ing not-for-prof i t
agency.  Current ly ,  he is
an Adjunct Professor  at
Medgar Evers Col lege and
the President/Owner of
Center  for  Psychotherapy
a pr ivate behavioral
health organizat ion in the
Crown Heights sect ion of
Brooklyn.

Through cultural ly
responsive counsel ing,
psychotherapeut ic
workshops,  group
(parent ing,  marital ,
bereavement ,  etc .)
faci l i tat ion,  conferences,
and leadership trainings,
he empowers famil ies by
helping to improve the
knowledge,

emotional ,  social ,  and
spir i tual  growth and
development .  Mr .
McQueen has been a
guest  on WLIB ’s  Tony
Brown Show; WNWK’s
Howard Hughes Show;
the Caribbean
Classroom - Queens/
Brooklyn Publ ic
Televis ion and is  the
recipient  of  several
awards,  including
Redemption Chr ist ian
Center ’s  Education
Service Award;  FSN
Community Service
Award,  Brooklyn Borough
President ’s  Citat ion;  The
Washington T imes
Foundation American
Century Award;  Off ice of
the Comptrol ler  of  New
York City ’s
Commendation,  and
Caribbean L i fe  Impact
Award.

His  love for  and
commitment to
community impel led him
to cont inue working in
the f ie ld of  social  work
after  adapting to the
United States .  As an
inf luencer ,  however ,  Mr .
McQueen is  wel l  known
for  the integrat ion of
spir i tual i ty  and culture in
cl in ical  social  work
pract ice.  His  seminal
idea that culture is  a
people’s  spir i tual
foundation emphasizes
the importance of
embracing her i tage and
history in  their  search for
meaning,  understanding,
and purpose whi le
navigat ing the process
of  human
transformation.

SPEAKERS



Barbara Derr ick

Born in Har lem, NY,
Barbara Derr ick ’s  ear ly
l i fe  was shaped by
hardship.  Raised by
parents batt l ing
addict ion,  she entered
the foster  care system at
birth .  A br ief  reunion with
her family  ended when
her mother remarr ied an
abusive man,  leading to
years of  t rauma and
neglect .  Endur ing
physical  and emotional
abuse,  Barbara found
solace in escaping to
relat ives’  homes and,  by
age 12 ,  was permanently
removed from her
mother ’s  custody.

Navigat ing foster  care,
Barbara faced
misdiagnosis ,  instabi l i ty ,
and a desperate search
for  belonging.  Despite
chal lenges,  she fought to
reclaim her ident i ty ,
quest ioning her  mental
health labels  and
advocating for  hersel f .
Homeless at  21 ,  she
batt led depression and
struggled to bui ld
stabi l i ty .  The birth of  her
son,  Just ice,  became a
turning point—her reason
to heal  and move
forward.  

However ,  systemic
chal lenges
persisted.  A s ingle
mistake led to
Just ice’s  removal ,
intensi fy ing
Barbara’s  f ight
against  the system.
With support  f rom
Brooklyn Defenders
and dedicated
therapists ,  she
embraced therapy,
confront ing past
traumas and
learning to advocate
for  hersel f  and her
son.  Reunif icat ion
with Just ice marked
a mi lestone in her
journey of  resi l ience.

Today,  Barbara is  a
survivor ,  a mother ,
and an advocate for
parents r ights .  Her
story is  one of
perseverance,
breaking cycles of
trauma,  and
redef ining her
future.  Through
therapy and sel f-
discovery ,  she
cont inues to bui ld a
l i fe  of  heal ing,
strength,  and
empowerment .

Karina Siurano

Karina Siurano was born
in the Dominican
Republ ic  in  1978.  She
grew up in Crown
Heights ,  Brooklyn and is
an alumni  of  Medgar
Evers Col lege.  Kar ina
has near ly  25 years of
exper ience working to
increase parent and
student engagement
within the NYC publ ic
school  system. Kar ina is
current ly  a Community
School  Director  at  an
elementary school  in  the
Bronx.  In  this  posit ion,
she coordinates and
integrates services ,
programs,  partnerships
and supports for
students and their
famil ies .  She is
passionate about
decreasing the st igma
on mental  health and
promoting a healthy
social/emotional
wel lbeing to the
students and famil ies
she serves.



Al lysha Bryant ,
MSW

Al lysha Bryant ,  a nat ive
New Yorker ,  is  a
passionate advocate
for  social  just ice ,
dr iven to address the
structural  inequit ies in
her c i ty .  As the
Associate Director  of
Community Social  Work
at  Presbyter ian Senior
Services and Program
Director  for  NY
Connects – Brooklyn,
she has spearheaded
the development of  a
resource hub
support ing older
adults ,  indiv iduals with
disabi l i t ies ,  and their
famil ies .  Her  leadership
has s igni f icant ly
enhanced service
del ivery ,  connect ing
over 4 ,700 community
members with v i tal
resources in the
program’s f i rst  year .

focuses on increasing
pol i t ical  part ic ipat ion
among marginal ized
groups through
cultural ly  responsive
intervent ions.  A l lysha’s
work br idges
community engagement
and pol i t ical  advocacy,
empowering residents
to col laborate with local
off ic ials  to address
community needs.  Her
expert ise encompasses
program development ,
community
assessments ,  and
qual i tat ive evaluat ion,
aimed at  foster ing
sustainable community
solut ions.  As a CSWE
Minor i ty  Fel low Mentor
and board member of
Inf luencing Social
Pol icy ,  she cont inues to
contr ibute to advancing
pol icy and pract ice
within social  work ,
ref lect ing her  deep
commitment to creat ing
equitable and
empowered
communit ies .

Gabrial le  Taylor ,
LCSW

Gabrial le  Taylor  is  a
L icensed Cl in ical  Social
Worker  and L icensed
Cl in ical  Alcohol  Drug
Counselor  special iz ing in
restor ing hope by
promoting purposeful
learning for  intent ional
heal ing.  Gabrial le  has over
25 years of  exper ience
working in the Behavioral
Healthcare f ie ld as an
execut ive ,  administrator ,
and therapist .  She
current ly  works in  the
pr ivate sector  and
moonl ights as an adjunct
professor  in  theYeshiva
Univers i ty 's  MSW program.
Throughout her  career ,  she
has worked in var ious
mental  health and
substance use treatment
centers throughout New
York City ,  New Jersey,  and
South Carol ina.  Her  work
has focused on addressing
an array of  concerns that
included stress ,  anxiety ,
depression,  substance use,
women’s issues,  fai lure to
thr ive ,  incarcerat ion
related trauma and
depression,  re integrat ion,
and family  and
relat ionship discord.

With a Master  of  Social
Work f rom Yeshiva
Univers i ty 's  Wurzwei ler
School  of  Social  Work
and current ly  pursuing
a PhD in Social  Welfare ,
Al lysha's  research



Glor ia Seay,
LMSW, CASAC-t

Glor ia Seay is  a Brooklyn
native.  She obtained her
undergraduate degree in
Cl in ical  Psychology from
the nat ion’s  premier
black inst i tut ion,  L incoln
Univers i ty  of
Pennsylvania.  I t  was
there that  she jo ined one
of  the most prest igious
organizat ions ,  Delta
Sigma Theta Soror i ty ,
Incorporated.  Upon
graduation,  Glor ia began
her career  in  chi ld
welfare within pr ivate
nonprof i t  organizat ions
as a Case Planner and
Sociotherapist  for
Prevent ive and Foster
Care Programs,
respect ively .  Engaging in
this  work helped her
discover her  t rue passion
for  the helping
profession.  She went on
to earn a master ’s
degree through Fordham
Univers i ty ’s  Graduate
School  of  Social  Service
with a concentrat ion in
Cl in ical  Social  Work .
Glor ia has earned
addit ional  cert i f icat ion
from the Si lberman
School  of  Social  Work at
Hunter  Col lege-CUNY.  

Glor ia possesses 14 years
of  Chi ld Welfare
exper ience working in
publ ic  and pr ivate
sectors .

For  the last  10 years ,  she
has remained a civ i l
servant committed to
helping bui ld a New York
City that  is  safer ,  more
just ,  and more equitable
for  chi ldren and famil ies ,
working for  the
Administrat ion for
Chi ldren 's  Services
(ACS).  Glor ia began her
career at  ACS as a Chi ld
Protect ive Special ist  for
the Protect ive Diagnost ic
Unit  but  quickly  moved
on to the ACS Chi ld
Advocacy Center  as part
of  the Instant Response
Work Group.  Glor ia spent
the last  5 ½ years as a
Chi ld and Family
Special ist ,  remaining
committed to
strengthening and
stabi l iz ing famil ies in
cr is is  by faci l i tat ing
emergency conferences
for  the boroughs of
Staten Is land,  Manhattan,
and the Off ice of  Special
Invest igat ion.  Whi le
there ,  she part ic ipated in
the Family  Team
Conference Advisory
Board.  

She current ly  assumes
the role as the Cl in ical
Manager of  Social  Work
at  the Nicholas
Scoppetta Chi ldren’s
Center .  Her  newer
responsibi l i t ies include
providing enduring
solut ions that  lead to
t imely permanency,  safe 

stable placements ,  and
qual i ty  t rauma-informed
care for  chi ldren with
complex needs.  

Throughout her  career ,
Glor ia has provided
compassionate and
evidence-based
intervent ions to
indiv iduals ,  famil ies ,  and
groups.  This  al lowed her  to
also pursue a more
therapeut ic approach
grounded in evidence-
based pract ices and
integrat ing
psychodynamic pr inciples .
As a Psychotherapist  for
NYC’s seasoned cit izens ,
Glor ia maintains a safe
and empathet ic space
where her  c l ients can
explore their  unique
narrat ives ,  unravel
chal lenges,  and cult ivate
resi l ience.
Glor ia cont inues to
support  the f ie ld of  Social
Work and Social  Work
education as a F ie ld
Instructor  and Mentor .  She
current ly  supports  interns
from Medgar Evers Col lege
and Hunter  Col lege.  She is
also an act ive member of
the ACS Professional
Development Program’s
Scholarship Select ion
Committee.

In  al l  her  roles ,  Glor ia
maintains a commitment
to the values and ethics of
the social  work profession.
She understands the v i tal
and mult i faceted role the
profession plays in society
by contr ibut ing
signi f icant ly  to the wel l-
being of  indiv iduals ,
famil ies ,  and communit ies .
She endeavors to remain
an agent of  change.



Rai  Camil le  Rance,
DhA,  LCSW

Dr.  Rai  Camil le  Rance
obtained both her  Bachelor ’s
and Masters degree in
Social  Work f rom New York
Univers i ty ’s  S i lver  School  of
Social  Work and a
Doctorate degree in
Healthcare Administrat ion
from the Virginia Univers i ty
of  Lynchburg.  Rai  Camil le  is
cl in ical ly  l icensed in mult iple
to states to
diagnose and provide
psychotherapeut ic services
and is  also a cert i f ied cr is is
and disaster  responder
cl in ic ian.

Rai  Camil le  has over  15 years
exper ience as community
behavioral  health
leader having worked in large
urban hospitals  and
inst i tut ions ,  serving
diverse populat ions ,
specif ical ly  those who are
severely mental ly  i l l  and
mandated to ACT/AOT or
other  court  supervised
mandated treatment
services.

Rai  Camil le  is  current ly
employed as a Senior  Mental
Health Special ist  for  a
large hospital  system within
the f ive boroughs,  whi le
running her  own pr ivate
pract ice Savvy Social  Work
LCSW, PLLC where she treats
adults  with a wide
range of  mental  health
chal lenges.

Rai  Camil le  of fers  a
conf ident ial ,  safe holding
space and cultural ly
responsive
care to those grappl ing to
meet their  needs in the midst
of  harsh real  wor ld
pressures l i fe  demands from
us.

In her  spare t ime Rai  Camil le
enjoys spending t ime with
family ,  c losest
fr iends and Soror i ty  s isters
whom she mentors teen age
gir ls  with .  In  addit ion,  she
performs a host  of  publ ic
service and volunteer
act iv i t ies throughout
New York .



L inda Thomas Batson,
DSW, LMSW

Dr.  L inda Thomas-Batson is
a highly exper ienced
cl in ical  social  worker  with
over 30 years of  dedicated
work with chi ldren in
var ious capacit ies ,
including foster  care ,
prevent ion,  and support  for
preschool  to high school
chi ldren.  She special izes in
working with chi ldren
diagnosed with ADHD,  PTSD,
and trauma,  with a strong
focus on family  therapy.
She ret i red from working as
a school  social  worker  to
complete her  Doctorate in
Social  Work and current ly
works as a part  t ime home
finder for  the department of
social  services in Nassau
County ,  New York .

In  addit ion to her
impressive education and
exper ience,  L inda is
pursuing a graduate
degree in social  work at
Tulane Univers i ty .  She
earned her  Doctor  of
Social  Work degree in
December 2023.  Pursuing
a doctoral  degree
indicates her  dedicat ion
to advancing her
knowledge and ski l ls  in
social  work .  I t  suggests a
desire to contr ibute to
the profession through
research or  teaching.

L inda is  committed to
research,  part icular ly  in
trauma and family  systems
and their  impl icat ions for
social  work pract ice.  As a
teaching fel low at  Tulane
Univers i ty  School  of  Social
Work ,  she has
demonstrated her  passion
for  education and shar ing
her expert ise with future
social  workers

L inda's  exper ience in grant
wri t ing ref lects her  abi l i ty
to secure funding for
crucial  social  work
ini t iat ives ,  which is  v i tal  for
organizat ions focused on
helping vulnerable
populat ions.  She current ly
s i ts  on the board of  the
Alpha Phi  Alpha Senior
Cit izens center  in  Queens,
NY and is  a new
appointment member of
the Because We Care
advisory board also in
Queens,  NY

In summary,  L inda
Thomas-Batson's
extensive
exper ience,  diverse
educational
background,
dedicat ion to
research,  and
ongoing pursuit  of
advanced degrees
highl ight  her
s igni f icant
contr ibut ions to
cl in ical  social  work ,
part icular ly  in  chi ld
and family  therapy.
Her  impressive
credent ials  and
commitment to
education and
research make her
an asset
in the social  work
community .

L inda's  educational
background also
extends to school
administrat ion,  with a
cert i f icate in School
Administrat ion f rom CW
Post/  Long Is land
Univers i ty .  She holds a
master 's  degree in
education from Touro
Univers i ty ,  contr ibut ing
to her  abi l i ty  to work
with chi ldren in
educational  sett ings



Joyce Roberson-Steele ,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Joyce Roberson- Steele
is  a doctoral  graduate f rom
Wurzwei ler  School  of  Social
Work ’s  PhD in Social
Welfare program at Yeshiva
Univers i ty .   Her  research
interest  focuses on the use
of  spir i tual i ty  dur ing the
recovery process for  o lder
Afr ican Americans.
Through this  research,  Dr .
Roberson- Steele has
authored several  peer-
reviewed journal
publ icat ions and
conference presentat ions
both nat ional ly  and
internat ional ly  addressing,
inst i tut ional  racism,
barr iers  to mental  health
services and pract ical
recovery pract ices found
successful  for  substance
use treatment amongst
older  adults .

Dr .  Roberson-Steele also
works as an adjunct at
Wurzwei ler  School  of  Social
Work teaching courses
such as Cultural  Divers i ty ,
Substance use Treatment ,
Interpersonal  Partner
Violence ( IPV)Trauma and
Community Organiz ing and
MSW Pract icum planning.  

Dr .  Roberson-Steele is
current ly  a member of
the Social  Work faculty
team at CUNY’s  Medgar
Evers Col lege’s  BSW
program. There she
teaches Substance use
treatment and
Community Organiz ing
Macro level  courses.

Pr ior  to her  faculty  and
pract icum education
career ,  Dr .  Roberson-Steele
has served for  30 years in
di f ferent  capacit ies within
the Human Resources
Administrat ion (HRA) with
16 of  those years serving in
a managerial  posit ion for
underserved populat ions
such as with the E lder ly/
Di f ferent ly-Abled
homecare program, HIV-
diagnosed cl ients ,
Domest ic v io lence v ict ims,
NYC Department of
Probation,  and
Administrat ion Chi ldren
Services (ACS) famil ies

More recent ly  Dr .
Roberson-Steele has
engaged in the
development of  an Ant i-
racist  coal i t ion,  where she
is  honored to be the
Coal i t ion Co Chair .  She has
also mentored Medgar
Evers students these past
two years in  a successful
voter ’s  registrat ion dr ive
on campus.

the Parental  Advisory
Board of  Fresh Air
Fund and serves on
the Board of  Directors
for  The Internat ional
Associat ion of  Social
Work with Groups
(IASWG).  She is
honored to support
the community and
the educational
journey of  her
students ,  ensur ing
they are learning the
signi f icance of
equity ,  d ivers i ty ,  and
inclusion as the new
social  just ice
advocates of  the
social  work f ie ld .  She
understands and
appreciates the role
of  group social  work
as a cornerstone of
pedagogy sk i l ls
needed to work with
students ,  encourage
organizat ional  and
community change,
as wel l  provide a
voice for  those often
unseen and unheard.
I t  is  with this  passion
that she dedicates
her career  to
teaching and
engaging new social
work pract i t ioners
with her  expert ise to
elevate them as
change agents .

She is  a member of
numerous social
associat ions such as the
Associat ion for
Mult idiscipl inary Education
and Research in Substance
use and Addict ion
(AMERSA) Cl imate Task
Force,  the CSWE DEI
Committee,



Nantasha Wi l l iams,
Ph.D. ,  Counci l  Member

New York City  Counci l
Member Dr .  Nantasha
Wil l iams is  the
representat ive for  Counci l
Distr ict  27 in  Southeast
Queens,  NY and i ts
communit ies of  Cambria
Heights ,  Hol l is ,  Jamaica,
St .  A lbans,  Queens Vi l lage,
Addis le igh Park ,  and
Springf ie ld Gardens.

Dr .  Wi l l iams is  a
community leader and
social  just ice advocate
committed to affect ing
real  change in her
community .  Creat ing new
economic opportunit ies ,
youth development ,
housing,  and protect ing
our seniors are her  top
prior i t ies .  I t  is  her  mission
to serve the residents of
her  hometown,  Southeast
Queens,  New York and
cont inue i ts  r ich legacy
into the future.

Raised by a s ingle mother
who worked as a social
worker  for  the ci ty ,  Dr .
Wi l l iams learned at  an
early  age the importance
of  hard work and the
demands and rewards of  

f ight ing for  our  most
vulnerable community
members .  Nat ional ly
recognized as a pol i t ical
strategist ,  she dedicates
her l i fe  in  service to
marginal ized communit ies
throughout the country .
Before her  e lect ion,  Dr .
Wi l l iams was an act iv ist ,
part icular ly  focused on
issues affect ing women
and gir ls ,  a cause close to
her heart .  To further
engage women in pol i t ics ,
Dr .  Wi l l iams founded the
New York City  B lack
Women’s Pol i t ical  Club,  an
avenue to bui ld pol i t ical
power for  B lack women
across New York City  in
2019.

Dr .  Wi l l iam’s champion
spir i t  for  human r ights ,
women’s r ights ,  and racial
equal i ty  extends beyond
the borders of  her  home
state.  She helped lead
operat ions and organiz ing
efforts  for  one of  the
largest  demonstrat ions in
American history ,  the
Women’s March on
Washington,  D .C

Dr .  Wi l l iams has also shown
unwaver ing dedicat ion to
cr iminal  just ice reform,
combating gun violence,
and addressing economic
and racial  dispar i t ies .  By
volunteer ing as an advisor
to “Unt i l  Freedom,”  aiding in
var ious just ice campaigns
nationwide,  she has notably
contr ibuted to the
proceedings in the Breonna
Taylor  case.  

Addit ional ly ,  she served
on the board of  L i fe
Camp Inc. ,  a  program
dedicated to curbing
gang-related cr ime and
gun violence in the
community .

Now,  with the launch of
the Jamaica
Neighborhood Plan,  in
partnership with New
York City  Department of
City  P lanning,  Queens
Borough President
Donovan Richards and
Speaker Adr ienne
Adams,  Dr .  Wi l l iams has
been able to create a
grassroots v is ion for  the
future of  the Downtown
Jamaica and Hol l is  area
that includes more
affordable housing and
investments to improve
the qual i ty  of  l i fe .  

Dr .  Wi l l iams is  a
dist inguished scholar  in
Social  Welfare ,
possessing a PhD from
the CUNY Graduate
Center .  Her  research
meticulously examines
Social  Movements ,
Publ ic  Pol icy ,  and Racial
Just ice.  She obtained
her undergraduate
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree
in Pol i t ical  Science from
Virginia Commonwealth
Univers i ty  and holds a
Master ’s  in  Publ ic
Administrat ion f rom
Rockefel ler  Col lege of
Publ ic  Affairs  and Pol icy .



publ ic  schools ,  as an Uber
dr iver ,  and doing youth
advocacy work at  Global  K ids .
Before being elected to the
Assembly ,  Phara worked as a
maternal  chi ld f ie ld nurse,
car ing for  new mothers after
they gave birth .

In  addit ion to her  work as a
nurse,  Phara was president of
her  bui lding’s  tenant
associat ion before 
running for  of f ice.  Tenant
organiz ing,  in  part icular  the
f ight  to pass the Housing
Stabi l i ty  & Tenant 
Protect ion Act  of  2019 ,  was a
major  motivat ing force in her
decis ion to run for  of f ice and
stand up for  tenants l ike her
across the state.

Phara Souffrant  Forrest ,  
Assembly Member

Phara Souffrant  Forrest
represents the 57th Assembly
Distr ict  in  Brooklyn,  which
consists  of  the neighborhoods of
Fort  Greene and Cl inton Hi l l  as
wel l  as parts  of  Bedford-
Stuyvesant and Crown 
Heights .  She was f i rst  e lected in
2020.

Phara is  the daughter  of  Hait ian
immigrants and a l i fe long
resident of  the 57th Distr ict .  She
is  a proud product of  Brooklyn’s
publ ic  school  system, attending
Phi l ippa Schuyler  Middle School
and Benjamin Banneker Academy
for  Community Development .  She
then went on to attend SUNY
Geneseo,  where she majored in
internat ional  re lat ions ,  before
obtaining an associate’s  nurs ing
degree at  CUNY City  Tech 
and a BSN at  CUNY School  of
Professional  Studies .

She has held a var iety of  jobs
that help her  connect with her
const i tuents ,  working in New York
City 

S ince being elected,  she has
cont inued to champion the
r ights of  tenants ,  as wel l  as
expanding access to
healthcare and reforms to the
carceral  system. In  her  f i rst
term,  she passed the Less Is
More Act ,  which made the
state’s  supervis ion system
more just  and equitable .  She
bel ieves that  working-class
New Yorkers deserve stable
housing,  af fordable healthcare,
and the resources to pursue a
good l i fe .

Phara l ives in Crown Heights
with her  husband and son



Natasha M.  Harding,
LMSW

Natasha M.  Harding is  a
L icensed Master  Social  Worker .
She holds a Bachelor  of  Arts  in
Psychology from Fair le igh
Dickinson Univers i ty  and a
Master  of  Social  Work with a
Special izat ion in Student
Community Development f rom
Stony Brook Univers i ty .

Natasha has over  twenty years
of  exper ience in the f ie ld of
social  work and is  a
phi lanthropist  who has
committed her  l i fe  to enr iching
the l ives of  chi ldren and
famil ies that  are often
underserved and marginal ized.
Natasha comes from a long l ine
of  social  workers perhaps
untradit ional  in  the sense
however;  doing their  part  to
effectuate change in their
communit ies f rom the
Caribbean to the United States .
I t ’s  in  her  DNA.

Natasha’s  professional  career
has been spent working with the
NYC Chi ldren’s  Services for  the
last  24 years .  She is  current ly  an
Administrat ive Director  of  Social
Services where she manages the
dai ly  operat ions of  l icensed
social  workers .  Natasha is  a
passionate advocate,  counselor ,
and broker .  She is  also a cert i f ied
faci l i tator .

Natasha’s  commitment to
community service is
unwaver ing.  Some of  her
endeavors include ongoing
col laborat ions with organizat ions
whose goal  is  to address persons
exper iencing food and housing
insecur i ty ,  a Valent ine’s  weekend
feeding and gi f t  g iveaway at  a
women’s shelter  and host ing
birthday part ies for  deserving
chi ldren at  family  shelters .

Natasha is  a member of  the
National  Associat ion of  Social
Workers ,  president of  the
Caribbean American Social
Workers Associat ion,  Inc . ,  and
president of  The McGowan
Foundation,  Inc .  Natasha is  a f i rm
bel iever  that  " i t  is  easier  to bui ld
strong chi ldren than to repair
broken men" .  Freder ick Douglass



His work in  education
ref lects his  deep-rooted
bel ief  that  knowledge is
power ,  and empowerment
begins with access.

Barr ington Randal l  Atk ins is  a
passionate leader ,  advocate,
and l i fe long champion for
community empowerment in
the City  of  Poughkeepsie .  His
journey in social  work and
publ ic  service has been
def ined by bold act ion,
fear less advocacy,  and an
unwaver ing commitment to
just ice.  A proud graduate of
Clark At lanta Univers i ty  (B .A .
in  Psychology) and Howard
Univers i ty  (M.S .W.) ,
Barr ington’s  passion for  social
just ice was ignited dur ing a
cultural  immersion project  in
Cape Town,  South Afr ica,
where he witnessed f i rsthand
the power of  resi l ience and
community-dr iven change.
That exper ience sol id i f ied his
mission:  to break barr iers ,
upl i f t  marginal ized voices ,
and f ight  for  a more just  and
equitable  society.

Current ly ,  Barr ington serves
as an Assistant  Pr incipal  in
the Newburgh Enlarged City
School  Distr ict  and an Adjunct
Professor  of  Sociology at
Marist  Col lege.

Barr ington Atk ins ,
LCSW

Beyond education,
Barr ington is  a key voice
in local  government ,
serving as the Assistant
Minor i ty  Leader for  the
Democrat ic Caucus in the
Dutchess County
Legis lature.  In  this  role ,
he champions pol ic ies
that protect  social
services ,  expand access
to mental  health care,
and f ight  for  housing
just ice—because
elect ions aren’t  just
about pol i t ics;  they
determine the resources
and protect ions avai lable
to our  communit ies .

A dedicated leader and
advocate,  Barr ington
serves as the Polemarch
of  the Poughkeepsie
Alumni  Chapter ,  Kappa
Alpha Psi  Fraternity ,  Inc . ,
and President of  the
Northern Dutchess Branch
of the NAACP.  He is  an
unwaver ing force for
change in Dutchess
County and beyond.  

His  impact has been
recognized through
numerous awards,
including the Dutchess
County Regional
Chamber of  Commerce
Forty Under 40 Mover and
Shaker Award,  the
Howard Univers i ty  School
of  Social  Work Eva M.
Stewart  Award,  and the
National  Associat ion for
Social  Workers
Progressive Publ ic
Servant Award.

Barr ington’s  v is ion
extends beyond
pol icy and
leadership.  A f i rm
bel iever  in  the
power of
storytel l ing,  he
aspires to wr i te
inspirat ional
chi ldren’s  books ,
invest ing in the
next  generat ion by
foster ing sel f-
worth ,
representat ion,  and
hope.

Through i t  a l l ,  he
credits  his  fai th in
God,  the
unwaver ing support
of  h is  family  and
fr iends,  and the
lessons learned
from those who
came before him.
As Whitney M.
Young Jr .  once said ,
“ I t  is  better  to be
prepared for  an
opportunity  and not
have one than to
have an
opportunity  and not
be prepared.”
Barr ington is
always prepared—
to lead,  to serve,
and to inspire



Chanette Bovel l ,  MSW, is  a
dedicated social  worker  and
researcher based in Brooklyn,
New York .  She is  pursuing her  PhD
in Social  Welfare at  the
Wurzwei ler  School  of  Social  Work ,
where her  dissertat ion focuses
on Black women l iv ing with lupus.
She holds a Master  of  Social  Work
from Yeshiva Univers i ty  and a
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Human
Services f rom SUNY Empire State
Col lege.  Chanette has diverse
exper ience in social  work ,
current ly  serving as a Research
Assistant  for  the ASRT
Immigrat ion Research Project ,
where she conducts l i terature
reviews and col laborates with
community organizat ions to
support  immigrant populat ions.  

Chanette Bovel l ,
MSW

Her current  role as a chi ld
protect ive special ist  I I  with the
Administrat ion for  Chi ldren 's
Services ,  where she focuses on chi ld
welfare and family  engagement .  A
recognized leader ,  Chanette serves
as the Student Government 's
Student Advocate at  Yeshiva
Univers i ty  and has received the
Yeshiva Wurzwei ler  School  of  Social
Work Community Service Award.  She
is  f i rmly committed to social  just ice
and aims to empower underserved
communit ies and address health
dispar i t ies in  her  research and
pract ice.

Margaret  Wang,
LMSW

Margaret  Wang,  LMSW, is  a
passionate Social  Worker .  She is
the Student L i fe  Coordinator  at
Transit ion Academy,  Medgar Evers
Col lege,  City  Univers i ty  of  New
York .  Her  work focuses on direct
service,  connect ing students to
food and housing resources.

Margaret  is  a graduate of
Si lberman School  of  Social  Work .
She has dedicated years of  service
in the Social  Service sector  in  New
York City .  She worked as the
Col lege Aide in the New York City
Department of  Health and Mental
Hygiene (DOHMH) in youth
drowning prevent ion,  where she
led Mental  Wel lness Trainings for
aquatic directors and instructors .  

Her  passion for  social  work was
sparked dur ing her  t ime as the
Housing Special ist  and COVID
Prevent ion Personnel  at  Hong Ning
Senior  Housing located in the
Lower East  S ide.  She saw f i rst  hand
the importance of  mutual  aid and
the transformative power of
cultural ly  informed care.  

As the Student L i fe  Coordinator ,
she is  creat ing opportunit ies for
students to sharpen their  work
ski l ls  and to real ize their
potent ials .  



Vanessa Granobles

Vanessa Granobles is  a senior  at  Medgar
Evers Col lege special iz ing in Chi ld Welfare.
A proud Lat inx immigrant ,  mother ,  art ist ,
and non-tradit ional  student ,  she is  deeply
committed to social  just ice and advocates
for  marginal ized communit ies ,  including
LGBTQIA+ youth,  migrants ,  and indiv iduals
with disabi l i t ies .

A w a r d e e s

D r .  E d a  H a r r i s - H a s t i c k  A c a d e m i c  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d

With a background in the business sector ,  Vanessa transit ioned to
social  work to pursue meaningful  change and address systemic
inequal i t ies .  She serves as President of  Crystal  Queer ,  is  an act ive
member of  the Social  Work Club,  and interns at  TRIO,  where she
provides cr i t ical  support  to f i rst-generat ion,  low-income,  and
disabled col lege students by assist ing them with f inancial  aid ,
academic resources,  and campus navigat ion.

As a future social  worker ,  Vanessa envis ions using art  as a tool  for
heal ing and empowerment ,  integrat ing creat ive expression into
trauma-informed care.  She is  passionate about increasing access to
mental  health resources,  d ismantl ing systemic barr iers ,  and foster ing
inclusive ,  support ive spaces where indiv iduals feel  valued and heard.
With a hol ist ic ,  person-centered approach,  she hopes to br idge
advocacy and direct  services ,  ensur ing that pol ic ies ref lect  the l ived
exper iences of  the communit ies she serves.  Through her  leadership ,
mentorship ,  and dedicat ion,  Vanessa str ives to create last ing social
change and contr ibute to a more just  and equitable society .



T h e  P r o f e s s o r  E l a i n e  R e i d  S p i r i t  A w a r d

Candy Bowes

A w a r d e e s

Candy Bowes is  a senior  at  Medgar Evers
Col lege,  major ing in Social  Work ,  with a
concentrat ion in Chi ld Welfare.  She is  f rom the
beauti fu l  is land of  Jamaica.  She immigrated to
the U.S .A to complete her  degree in Social  Work ,
with the goal  of  returning back home to help the
youth.  

As a social  work student ,  she is  passionate
about advocating for  marginal ized
communit ies .  She found an academic home
where she could thr ive and grow,  at  Medgar
Evers Col lege.  The support  of  faculty ,  peers ,  

and her  own determinat ion,  al lowed her  to engage deeply with social
just ice issues and develop the sk i l ls  necessary to make meaningful  impact .
She has now gained a sense of  family  with col leagues and professors that
she wi l l  carry in  her  heart  forever .  

For  the past  two years ,  Candy credits  being resi l ient  as her  most important
strength to get  her  through the day.  I t  has helped her  push forward,
without placing too much focus on fai lures that  can’t  be f ixed.  
She plays a fundamental  ro le in  foster ing a support ive and inclusive
environment for  fe l low social  work students .  With a passion for  support  and
community giveback,  her  leadership in the social  work c lub ref lects
commitment to upl i f t ing others .  She str ives to inspire fe l low members to
use social  work as a tool  for  posit ive change.  With a strong bel ief  in  the
importance of  community bui lding,  she engages with her  peers to
encourage part ic ipat ion and foster  a col lect ive spir i t  of  giv ing back.  
 
Her  motto is  “ I t ’s  not  how you start  that  matters ,  i t ’s  when you f in ish that
real ly  counts” .  Medgar Evers Col lege has not  only been a landmark for  her
education,  i t  has now become a landmark to an unpredictable journey.
This  recognit ion serves as both an encouragement and a cal l  to cont inue
str iv ing for  meaningful  change.  This  award is  not  just  a recognit ion of  her
past  ef forts ,  but  a motivat ion to keep pushing her  forward,  as she
progresses toward graduate school .
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Waleek Boone
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Al l ison Ni les
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Shari  R ichardson
Shaleisha Heath

Jenea Roberts
Margaret  Wang
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LCSW-R,  S IF I ,  IMHATT
LMSW
LCSW-R,  CASAC
Ph.D,  LMSW
DSW, LCSW
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LMSW



For  more information contact
Dr .  Edward Hernandez

ehernandez@mec.cuny.edu
Dr.  Waleek Boone 

wboone@mec.cuny.edu


